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Amid a far-reaching corruption scandal that has engulfed Peruvian society, the presidential
campaign has heated up. The April 8 elections will probably lead to a runoff between Alejandro
Toledo and Lourdes Flores Nano. Peru's Congress barred former President Alberto Fujimori
(1990-2000) from holding public office for the next 10 years. The attorney general also filed criminal
charges against him.

Presidential race likely headed for runoff
On Feb. 25, the Jurado Nacional de Elecciones (JNE) confirmed the candidacy of 1,618 hopefuls for
Congress. JNE president Manuel Sanchez Palacios said about 15 million voters are eligible to choose
a new president and 120 members of Congress on April 8. A month before the balloting, voters seem
more interested in the scandal than the elections. Of the eight presidential candidates, only three
have any real chance of victory, and none is likely to win in the first round. The race has come down
to a contest between Toledo and Flores, with Garcia the potential power broker.
A March 7 survey of Lima-area voters by the IDICE polling firm showed Toledo of Peru Posible led
with 37.8%, followed by Flores Nano of Unidad Nacional alliance with 28.9%, and former President
Alan Garcia of the Alianza Popular Revolucionaria Americana (APRA) with 10.8%. "Everything is
pointing to a second round between Toledo and Flores...which APRA votes will decide," political
analyst Ernesto Velit told Reuters. "If things stay as they are, Toledo will win in the second round,
unless some [damaging] video comes out before April 8," said Velit, who expects APRA voters to
back Toledo in a runoff. If elected, the rightist Flores would be Peru's first woman president.
In Peru, where women only won the right to vote in 1956 and until five years ago men could escape
jail sentences for rape simply by marrying their victims, Flores' candidacy is remarkable. Flores'
platform calls for free markets and balanced budgets, she is widely seen as honest, and she has a
record of opposing Fujimori. But she also is the candidate most likely to capture the "Fujimorista"
votes. Her campaign staff and supporters include members of Opus Dei, an ultraconservative and
secretive Catholic organization.
But Peruvian presidential candidates have two running mates, and Flores' are Drago Kisic, a freemarket economist, and Jose Luis Risco, a communist trade-union leader. "I am a person who has an
immense tolerance for diversity," Flores said. "I believe in a country with profound injustice and as
much inequality as ours there must be a huge effort for change."
Toledo is feeling the competition from Flores, whose support has soared as Toledo's has held more
steady. "I know the reality of this country, not only by theory. I lived it," said Toledo, who worked
shining shoes as a child. "I got my first PhD at seven by working in the streets. I know what the
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people need and I know what policies are needed to generate jobs and to get into a new stage of
sustained economic growth."
The former World Bank economist of Andean Indian origins combines an adherence to free-market
economics with populist rhetoric. His promises of jobs and higher wages have won him support,
particularly from men, in the poorer sectors of the Indian and mestizo majority. Garcia is fighting an
uphill battle for a second-place finish, hoping to make it to a runoff. He left office reviled by many
who blamed him for bankrupting the country, halting debt repayments, and fueling hyperinflation.
Fernando Olivera, who made public the video that brought down the Fujimori government, is close
behind Garcia in fourth place (see NotiSur, 2000-10-06). Despite an informal agreement to keep
the campaign clean, accusations are flying. Toledo says Flores has former Fujimori officials for her
team, while Flores says Toledo cannot be trusted. "The Analistas y Consultores poll show that 51%
of those who vote for Lourdes Flores voted for Fujimori and [Vladimiro] Montesinos in 2000," Toledo
said. "Now we know where we stand. The war is going to come, but I'm not budging." Recently, a
television interviewer raised charges that Toledo fathered a child 12 years ago, which he denies.
Meanwhile, polling firm Imasen found 10% of respondents were turned off by all candidates and
19% said they could yet change their minds about their choice. On March 5, the daily Expreso
published an Asociacion de Comunicadores Sociales Calandria poll in which 55.7% of respondents
"do not believe the candidates who are running will ensure a good transition process to a real
democracy."
But Eduardo Stein, former foreign minister of Guatemala and head of the Organization of American
States (OAS) observer team in Peru, called the process "positive" and said it was "diametrically
opposed" to the process in 2000 when Fujimori "won" his short-lived third term. Fujimori faces
criminal charges Fujimori's government began to unravel Sept. 14, when a video was aired showing
spy chief Vladimiro Montesinos bribing an opposition congressman to switch parties.
After Fujimori fled to Japan in November and faxed his resignation, Congress fired him as being
"morally unfit." Since then, Peruvians have seen a series of "Vladivideos" taped by Montesinos
in the Servicio Nacional de Inteligencia (SIN) office, showing acts ranging from bribery to secret
political and judicial agreements. The fugitive Montesinos is wanted on charges including
corruption, illicit drug trafficking and arms deals, and ordering death squads.
On Feb. 23, Congress charged Fujimori with abandoning office and dereliction of duty and stripped
him of the right to hold public office for 10 years. It was only the second such vote in Peru's history.
The first was against former President Garcia (1985-1990), who was charged with illicit enrichment
during his term in office. The charges were later dropped, allowing Garcia to run for president in the
upcoming elections.
"Of course this paves the way for a criminal trial," said Deputy Daniel Estrada, who headed a
congressional commission pressing for the charges against Fujimori. Fujimori remains in Japan,
which has upheld his claim of Japanese citizenship and shown little inclination to aid Peru's efforts
to return him to stand trial. From Japan, Fujimori sent a letter to the Kyodo news agency saying,
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"The [congressional] decision lacks judicial foundation and has ignored my rights guaranteed by the
Constitution."
Fujimori said he did not abandon his job. "I entrusted the vice president with the presidential job in
accordance with what the Constitution stipulates."
Justice Minister Diego Garcia Sayan told a local radio station that he was optimistic Japan would
cooperate. "We are sure that international doctrine and jurisprudence, which is wide-ranging and
coherent on the subject of predominant nationality will show that the Peruvian authorities are
right," said Garcia Sayan. He added that he had requested "extraordinary collaboration" from
the US regarding Montesinos, "given the special responsibility everyone attributes to certain US
government agencies over Montesinos' political survival for so long."
On Feb. 28, the Peruvian attorney general's office filed the first criminal charges against Fujimori,
accusing him of abandonment of office and dereliction of duty. The charges carry a two-year prison
sentence. Supreme Court Judge Miguel Castaneda ordered Fujimori to appear in court to answer the
charges and said he could be brought by force if he failed to show up. That could set off a diplomatic
tug-of-war between Peru and Japan. Fujimori could face additional charges. Jose Ugaz, the state
attorney investigating what he calls a corruption "mafia" run by Montesinos, says he expects to
charge Fujimori with failing to prevent crimes being committed.

Corruption investigations reveal control of media
On March 4, Ugaz said 349 people are under investigation for ties to Montesinos' corruption
network. America Television vice chairman Jose Francisco Crousillat admitted he had been
blackmailed by Montesinos. He said Montesinos forced him to sign a secret contract in exchange
for state advertising on the network. The Peruvian press published the text of the contract, which
gave the SIN editorial control over news reports and the authority to select topics for the station's
top shows.
In another case, brothers Samuel and Mendel Winter, who took over Lima's Channel 2 when
owner Baruch Ivcher was stripped of his Peruvian citizenship (see NotiSur, 1997-09- 19), are
accused of accepting US$3 million from Montesinos to buy Ivcher's share of the business. "We've
made (the owners) sign papers," Montesinos said on one video. "They're all lined up. Every day I
have a meeting here at 12:30 and we plan what's going to be broadcast on the nightly news." The
Vladivideos have shown politicians, business leaders, government officials, military officers and
judges receiving orders or money from Montesinos. They corroborate accusations Peru's political
opposition has made for years.

-- End --
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